Questions to consider for To Kill a Mockingbird, Chapters 12-31
Chapter 12

· Comment on Jem and Scout’s visit to First Purchase church.

They were amazed that there are no hymn books; they are not welcomed by everyone (Lula), they see Calpurnia act differently around blacks.
· What new things does Scout learn here about how the black people live?

They are poor and yet willing to give to Helen Robinson; they are uneducated and do not know how to read; the preacher (Rev Sykes) calls out individuals to correct sins.
· What does Scout learn from Calpurnia’s account of Zeebo’s education?

Calpurnia taught Zeebo to read form the Bible
· Explain why Calpurnia speaks differently in the Finch household, and among her neighbors at church. 

She does not want her friends to think she is putting on airs by talking more correctly; therefore, she speaks the way they all do
Chapter 13

· Why does Aunt Alexandra come to stay with Atticus and his family? What is she like?

Aunt Alexandra comes to stay with Atticus and his family to teach the children proper etiquette. Aunt Alexandra wants them to mature by wanting Scout to expose her true feminine side. Aunt Alexandra is an obsessive person about manners and discipline and wants the finches to follower in her footsteps. 
· Read the first two things Alexandra says when she comes to the Finch house. Are these typical of her or not?

Two things she said were, "Put my bag in the front bedroom, Calpurnia" and "Jean Louise, stop scratching your head." These are very typical of her because first impression reveal a lot about herself being disciplined and imperative. 
· Alexandra thinks Scout is “dull” (not clever). Why does she think this, and is she right? Are all adults good at knowing how clever young people are?

She thinks Scout isn't clever because Scout doesn't talk to Aunt Alexandra. Her answers are succinct and monosyllables. Adults usually are not good at telling how clever a child is based on the child's vocabulary because children are often more verbal around their peers than adults.
· How does Aunt Alexandra involve herself in Maycomb’s social life?

She joins every club possible and invites the women over to the house.
· Comment on Aunt Alexandra’s ideas about breeding and family. Why does Atticus tell them to forget it? Who is right, do you think? 

Aunt Alexandra bases her opinions of family on one person in the family. For example, if one person drinks, the whole family is full of drunks. The only family this doesn't apply to is her own. She believes that her family is perfect. Atticus sees how upset Scout is at trying to obtain this perfection, so he tells her to forget about it.
Chapter 14

· Comment on Atticus’ explanation of rape. How suitable is this as an answer to Scout?
When Scout asks Atticus what the definition of rape is, he says that it was "carnal knowledge of a female by force and without consent." Scout seems smart for her age, she may not know all the details, but it was enough for her to sort of understand what happened.
· Why does Alexandra think Atticus should dismiss Calpurnia? How does Atticus respond to the suggestion?

Aunt Alexandra tells Atticus that since she has moved in, they can dismiss Calpurnia. Aunt Alexandra prefers that the children are raised by a white woman and not a black woman. 
Atticus said that Calpurnia is already part of the family and the children see her as something close to mother. He doesn't want heartbreaks to happen and Calpurnia was doing a great job towards teaching the children their manners...that there was no reason to dismiss her.
· Why is Scout pleased when Jem fights her back? Why she is less pleased when he tells Atticus about Dill?

Scout is worried about Jem growing up and separating himself from her. When Jem fights back, it is just like old times; Scout still feels that a little of her childhood is alive. 
Jem tells Atticus about Dill running away from his parents and this is the final code of childhood. Jem has reached a point of maturity where he can gauge situations and their seriousness. This is definitely a sign that Jem is becoming a young man and Scout doesn't like it. She wants Gem to continue to be a child.
· What do we learn from Dill’s account of his running away? 

The reader learns that Dill still tells lies and exaggerates too much. Some of what Dill said was probably true. For example, his new father probably did not play with him or build a boat with him. But some of his story was probably a lie. His parents probably were not abusive.
Chapter 15

· What is the “nightmare” that now descends upon the children?

For the first time, Scout and Jem witness the hatred of the mob and the horrors of racism, and see their father in a vulnerable, and perhaps deadly, position.
This happened with the children snuck out at night. They found Atticus sitting outside the jail and a mob of angry people surrounded him. They feared he might be hurt or killed.
· What was (and is) the Ku Klux Klan? What do you think of Atticus’ comment about it?

The KKK rose in response to the massive immigration and dislike of certain religious groups. Specifically, in this book, you need to know that the KKK was against African Americans.
Atticus was in partly right about his comment that the KKK would not really go near Maycomb but I think he was also aware that they still existed and were out there. Atticus did not want to worry Scout or Jem.
· How does Jem react when Atticus tells him to go home, and why?

He rufuses to go home, he just says "no" and he stays there.He reacts that way because he is very worried that these men will do something to Atticus. He thinks he might be able help out if anything bad were to happen.
· What persuades the lynching-party to give up their attempt on Tom’s life?
Scout's polite conversation about one of the son's (Walter Cunningham) having lunch at her house and a one-sided discussion of "entailments" diffuses the mob anger and makes the men feel ashamed to be threatening Scout's father.
· Comment on the way Scout affects events without realizing it at the time. 

Scouts talk to Mr. Cunningham first about his son. Mr. Cunningham then puts himself in Atticus' position and realizes that he couldn't kill Atticus to get to Tom because Atticus, like himself, has children that he loves and must care for.
Scout does not realize that by having this conversation, she might have saved her father's life! If she did not talk to Mr. Cunningham, the mob might have attacked and/or killed Atticus.
Chapter 16

· What “subtle change” does Scout notice in her father?

He starts to talk back to Aunt Alexandra.
· What sort of person is Dolphus Raymond?

He is considered the town drunk and doesn't have a good reputation because of his association with the black community.
· How does Reverend Sykes help the children see and hear the trial? Is he right to do?

He allows the children to come to the colored balcony to see the trial because there are no seats in the white section.
· Comment on Judge Taylor’s attitude to his job. Does he take the trial seriously or not? 

He seems to not take things seriously, but in reality he knows everything that is going on.
Chapter 17

· What are the main points in Heck Tate’s evidence? What does Atticus show in his cross-examination of Sheriff Tate?
Heck Tate, the Sheriff, shared that Mayella Ewell was beaten all on the right side of her body. 
Atticus showed that Tom Robinson could NOT have raped or beaten Mayella because his left arm is useless. His left arm was hurt in a farming accident when he was a child. If the bruise is on Mayella's right eye, the person who hit her would have hit her with their left hand. Tom can't use his left hand. Later, he also shows that it is Bob Ewell (Mayella's father) is left handed so might have beaten Mayella when he saw her trying to kiss a black man, Tom Robinson.
· What do we learn indirectly of the home life of the Ewell family in this chapter?

We learn that there are many children, and one always drunk father. They are very poor and are abused by the father. Mayella in specifically is often assaulted by him. The family is so poor that they live at the dump and get food from the dump, never wash, and almost never have decent food. 
Only Mayella and the dad are literate (can read), and the rest of the kids go to school once a year only.
· What do you learn from Bob Ewell’s evidence?

Ewell is left handed. Whoever hit Mayella on the night of the rape was also left handed. The brusing on her face, especially on her right eye means that someone was leading with their left hand. 

Mayella was also choked. Whoever choked her would have needed to use two hands. Tom only has one good arm (his right arm).
· Why does Atticus ask Bob Ewell to write out his name? What does the jury see when he does this? 

Atticus asks Bob Ewell to write his name to show what hand he writes with. By showing that he writes with his left hand, the jury can see that maybe Bob Ewell hit his daughter, Mayella, and NOT Tom.
Chapter 18

· Is Mayella like her father or different from him? In what ways?

Mayella and her father, Bob Ewell, are alike and different. There are different because Mayella tries to keep clean and healthy. She tries to take care to the house and the kids. Bob, the father, does not care about keeping clean or taking care of the kids.
They are the same because they are both telling lies in court. Neither care that Tom Robinson will be killed if the court finds him guilty of rape. They know Tom did not rape her, but would rather keep their family pride than tell the truth.
· What might be the reason for Mayella’s crying in the court?

She is crying because she feels guilty. She wants people to believe her and feel sorry for her.
She also might be crying because she thinks if she is upset they will stop asking her questions and leave her alone.
· How does Mayella react to Atticus’ politeness? Is she used to people being polite?
Mayella becomes very upset by Atticus's polite ways. She does not like being called "Ma'am". She is not used ot people calling her this. She thinks Atticus is making fun of her. Really, Atticus is just trying to be nice.
· How well does Mr. Gilmer prove Tom’s guilt in the eyes of the reader (you) and in the eyes of the jury? Can you suggest why these might be different? 

To the reader (me), Mr. Gilmer does NOT prove that Tom raped Mayella. It is easy for the reader to see that Tom's left arm does not work, so he could not have hit or raped Mayella.
To the jury in the book, the jury believes Mr. Gilmer that Tom raped Mayella. They are not able to look past the color of Tom's skin.
Our views are different because of discrimination. Back in the time period of the book, African American's were seen differently. As a person born now, I am able to see the facts and not just the color of someone's skin.
Chapter 19

· What made Tom visit the Ewell’s house in the first place?
TOM's STORY: Tom walks past the Ewell's house every day on his way to and from work. Mayella had asked him to come in to look at the door because it was 'broken'. However, he saw that the hinges were working perfectly. Tom wanted to leave when Mayella asked him to come into the house to get something from the top of a large chiffarobe. That's when she came onto him. 

MAYELLA's STORY: In Mayella's testimony, she claimed that he had never gone into the house before and that she asked him to come inside to bust up a chiffarobe. That's when Tom so-called raped her.
· Why does Scout think that Mayella Ewell was “the loneliest person in the world”?

Scout thinks that Mayella must be the loneliest person in the world because she spent a year saving money to send her brothers and sister out of the house just so she could spend a few hours with Tom.
· In your own words explain Mayella’s relationship with her father.

Mayellas relationship with her father would be a terrible one. She stays away from him as much as she can and, she says that he is tolerable except when he is drinking.
· How does Dill react to this part of the trial? Why is this, in your opinion? 

Dill starts to cry when he hears Mr. Gilmer talking to Tom Robinson so rudely. Because it isn't right for anyone to treat a person badly because of their skin color.
Chapter 20

· Scout says that “Mr. Dolphus Raymond was an evil man.” Is she right?

This chapter proves that he is not evil; he is simply misunderstood and has received a bad reputation because society doesn't understand his choices.
· In most states of the USA people who drink alcohol in public places are required to hide their bottle in a paper bag. Why does Dolphus Raymond hide Coca-Cola in a bag?

He wants people to think he is drunk because it gives them a reason for his behavior. They don't understand his choices and the alcohol gives them a concrete reason for what he does.
· What, according to Atticus, is the thing that Mayella has done wrong?

She tempted a black man in a society that doesn't allow that.
· Explain, in your own words, Atticus’ views on people being equal. 
Atticus says that people are not born equal; that is simply impossible. However, in the courtroom everyone is equal because the justice system treats everyone the same.
Chapter 21

· What does Jem expect the verdict to be? Does Atticus think the same?

Jem thinks that Tom Robinson will be found innocent. Jem is still a child and does not understand discrimination. He does not understand that the jury will say he is guilty because he is black.

Atticus did his best to defend Tom and Atticus knows that Tom did not rape Mayella. While he knows this is true, he thinks the jury will find him guilty anyway. Atticus knows about discrimination in Maycomb.
· What is unusual about how long it takes the jury to reach a verdict? Is the verdict predictable or not?

The jury was out talking for slightly longer than usual to make up their minds. The verdict is predictable to the reader because the topic of discrimination was clear. The reader knew that the jury would not think about the facts; instead, they would only see the color of Tom's skin.
· As Scout waits for the verdict, she thinks of earlier events. What are these and how do they remind us of the novel’s central themes? 

In the beginning of the novel, Scout witnesses a dog being shot by her father. She remembers the fire in Mrs. Maudies house and the courtroom when Tom Robinson was pronounced guilty.

These are all events that Scout could not help stop because she had no power in them. Since she is young she can't understand how all of these events go together but the reader can make the connection that all these events are times when she had no power over situations.
Chapter 22

· Although Atticus did not want his children in court, he defends Jem’s right to know what has happened. Explain, in your own words, Atticus’ reasons for this. (Look at the speech beginning, “This is their home, sister.”)
Atticus feels that the adults have made the world the way that it is and the children have to learn to live in that world. They can't hide from it and need to be exposed to it as early as possible.
· Miss Maudie tells Jem that “things are never as bad as they seem”. What reasons does she give for this view?

Miss Maudie tells Jem this, saying that Atticus did a job no one else could have, and has actually changed many peoples' minds. He hasn't changed enough minds completely to save Tom Robinson, but enough to make people start thinking.
· Why does Dill say that he will be a clown when he grows up? Do you think he would keep this ambition for long?

Dill says he wants to be a clown, because he doesn't like the way people treat others. He doesn't like people being cruel, and wants to change that. He wants to be a clown because they make people laugh. He probably won't keep up this ambition for long, because it would be hard to find reasons to laugh. He will probably change his mind.
· This story is set in the 1930s but was published in 1960. Have attitudes to racism remained the same or have there been any changes (for the better or worse) since then, in your view?
I think has subtly been a change since the 1930s. People still have certain opinions about one race being superior to another. However, things like segregation has been eliminated so that's a big change since the 1930s. Morever, the Jim Crow law don't apply anymore and everyone is supposed equally and not discriminated by their race.
· Why does Bob Ewell feel so angry with Atticus? Do you think his threat is a real one, and how might he try to “get” Atticus? 

Bob Ewell is mad at Atticus because Atticus made Mr. Ewell look bad in front of the entire town. He told the twon that he beat his daughter, Mayella. Even though Tom as found guilty, there are people in town who believed Atticus's story. 

At this point it is not clear HOW Mr. Ewell will get back at Atticus. As a close reader, I know that the most important thing in the world to Atticus is his children. Maybe Mr. Ewell will do something to Atticus's children as pay-back?
Chapter 23

· What do you think of Atticus’ reaction to Bob Ewell’s challenge? Should he have ignored Bob, retaliated or done something else?
He did the right thing by walking away. Bob was looking for a fight and Atticus wouldn't give it to him.
· What is “circumstantial evidence”? What has it got to do with Tom’s conviction?

Circumstantial evidence is evidence that doesn't absolutely prove guilt. Tom's conviction was based entirely on circumstantial evidence, and not good circumstantial evidence at that.
· What does Atticus tell Scout about why the jury took so long to convict Tom?

He tells her that a Cunningham was on the jury and didn't want to convict. The jury actually had to think about the conviction before they did it.
· Why does Aunt Alexandra accept that the Cunninghams may be good but are not “our kind of folks”? Do you think that people should mix only with others of the same social class? Are class-divisions good or bad for societies?

She tells Scout that they are not people that the Finch family should associate with because they are lower class think that it’s alright for people to mix with other social classes because you can learn new things form each other.
Class-divisions are bad for the society and the country as a whole, because they prevent talented people from making contributions that benefit everyone.
· At the end of this chapter, Jem forms a new theory about why Boo Radley has never left his house in years. What is this? How likely is it to be true, in your opinion? 

He says he doesn't leave the house because he chooses not to. This is likely to be true because Boo has found a place in which he is comfortable.
Chapter 24

· Do you think the missionary ladies are sincere in worrying about the “Mrunas” (a tribe in Africa)? Give reasons for your answer.

The ladies from the church are not sincere, as they "discuss" the Mrunas. They act like they are worried about them; however, they then quickly move on to talk about town gossip and their snacks.
· Compare the reactions of Miss Maudie and the other ladies when Scout says she is wearing her “britches” under her dress.

Miss Maudie takes Scout seriously and does not laugh at Scout. This is because Scout did not say this to be funny. 
The other ladies from church choose to make fun of Scout and laugh at her.
· What is your opinion of the Maycomb ladies, as depicted in this chapter?
The ladies of Maycomb simply gossip and do not truly care about anyone other than themselves. They like talking about others behind their backs, making fun of people, and acting like they are good Christian women.
· Explain briefly how Tom was killed. What is Atticus’ explanation for Tom’s attempted escape? Do you think agree with Atticus?

Tom is shot while at the jail in an escape attempt. He tried to climb over the fence, but with only one arm, he was not fast enough. 
Atticus believes that Tom knew he was going to be shot and killed. Atticus believes that Tom was tired of the white man dictating his future. Tom wanted to control his own life... even if it meant suicide.
· How, in this chapter, do we see Aunt Alexandra in a new light? How does Miss Maudie support her? 

Aunt Alexandra shows concern (worry) for Atticus and Tom. Up until now, she did not show anything for Atticus except criticism. She always spoke about how Atticus defending a black man might hurt the family; however, she did not really care about Atticus. This time, Aunt Alexandra stopped and showed that she was worried about Atticus and Tom's family.
Miss Maudie supports Aunt Alexandra and gives her a pep talk and gets her to go back to the meeting with the church women.
Chapter 25

· How does Maycomb react to the news of Tom’s death?
They gossip about it for a few days and then forget about it.
· Comment on the idea that Tom’s death was “typical.”
Their comments on Tom's death being "typical" shows how racist their society is.
· Explain the contrast Scout draws between the court where Tom was tried and “the secret courts of men’s hearts.” In what way are hearts like courts?

In a true court of law everyone should receive a fair trial, but people's hearts are not dictated by law; they are dictated by feeling.
· Why did Jem not want Scout to tell Atticus about Bob Ewell’s comment? Was this a wise thing to ask her to do? 
Jem did not want Atticus to worry about Mr. Ewell's comment/threat. Jem asks Scout to keep the threat a secret. I do not believe that keeping it a secret was a good idea. Perhaps if Atticus would have known about the threat, he could have kept the kids safe.
· In her lesson on Hitler, Miss Gates says that “we (American people) don’t believe in persecuting anyone”. What seems odd to the reader about this claim?

The town just persecuted a black man for being black.
· Why is Scout puzzled by Miss Gates’ disapproval of Hitler?

Scout heard Miss Gates talking badly about Tom Robinson.
· Why does Scout’s question upset Jem? Is there a simple answer, or any answer, to the question (“How can you hate Hitler an’ then turn around an be ugly about folks right at home?” 

It forces Jem to come to terms with the trial and forces him to relive the unfairness of it all.
Chapter 27

· What three things does Bob Ewell do that alarm Aunt Alexandra?

Bob loses his job, breaks in to Judge Taylor's house, and follows Tom's widow home.
· Why, according to Atticus, does Bob Ewell bear a grudge? Which people does Ewell see as his enemies, and why?

Atticus made Bob look bad in front of the entire town. Bob thought people would make him a hero, but they didn't care about him after the trial was over. Bob sees those involved with the trial as being his enemies.
· What was the purpose of the Halloween pageant? What practical joke had persuaded the grown ups to have an organized event? 

The purpose was to keep all of the kids together so they didn't pull pranks. The children of the town had taken all of the furniture of two women and placed it in the basement.
Chapter 28

· Comment on the way this chapter reminds the reader of earlier events in the novel.

We are reminded of Boo Radley and the superstitions involved with him.
· Why does Jem say that Boo Radley must not be at home? What is ironic about this? (Is it true? Does he really mean it? Why might it be important for him and Scout that Boo should not be at home?)

The lights are not on. Boo never leaves the house so it'd be ironic for him not to be there.
· Scout decides to keep her costume on while walking home. How does this affect her understanding of what happens on the way?
She can't see or hear things the way they actually happen.
· Why had Atticus not brought a chair for the man in the corner? Who might this stranger be? 

Scout believes it is because the man is a country man and doesn't want to sit. This stranger might be Boo Radley.
Chapter 29

· What causes the “shiny clean line” on the otherwise “dull wire” of Scout’s costume?

The man who attacked the kids on the way home had a knife. The man tried to stab Scout! Scout's costume kept her safe.
· What explanation does Atticus give for Bob Ewell’s attack?

Atticus says that Mr. Ewell was a coward and didn't have the guts to go after Atticus himself so he went after his children who are an easier target.
· What does Heck Tate give as the reason for the attack?

Heck Tate (the sheriff) thinks that Mr. Ewell was the kind of man you would shoot before you say "hi" to them but they aren't even worth the shot.
Tate thinks Mr. Ewell was drunk and mean.
· Do you think the sheriff’s explanation or Atticus’ is more likely to be true? 

Chapter 30

· Who does Atticus think caused Bob Ewell’s death?

Atticus thinks that Jem killed Mr. Ewell.
· Why does Heck Tate insist that Bob Ewell’s death was self-inflicted? In what way is this partly true?

Heck Tate shows how Mr. Ewell might have fallen during the fight and stabbed himself. 
In reality, it was Boo who killed Mr. Ewell. Boo was trying to save the children. Heck Tate does not want Boo to have to go to court because he is so shy.
· Is Heck Tate right to spare Boo then publicity of an inquest? Give reasons for your answer.

Heck Tate does not want Boo to have to go to court because he is so shy. If Boo has to go to court, then everyone will know that he saved the lives of the kids. People would then come over to his house and bring cakes and dinners... Boo is so shy he would not like this attention.
· How does the writer handle the appearance, at the end of the story, of Boo Radley? 

Arthur (Boo) Radley was following Jem and Scout in the dark on chapter 28 then killed Bob Ewell when Bob Ewell tries to attack them. At the end when Arthur is in the Finch's house he hides behind the door and Atticus doesn't get him a chair. We can see that Arthur still cares about people because he pets Jem. 
The author shows that Arthur has hid in his house his entire life, not because his father locks him in there, but because he is scared of people and is shy in his ways. At the very end, Boo asks Scout to walk her home as if he is afraid of the dark much like a child. The reader immediately sees this as strange because he is afraid of people and of the dark like a child; however, he has just killed Bob Ewell to save Jem and Scout's lives.
Chapter 31

· How do the events of the final chapters explain the first sentence in the whole novel?

In the first sentence of the book, Scout says that Jem broke his arm when he was 13. She does not explain how. The end of the book shows that he broke his arm when Mr. Ewell tried to kill him.
· Comment on the way the writer summarizes earlier events to show their significance.

In just a few short and brief sentences, the author summarizes the main events in the story. This was to show the reader what was happening in a clear picture earlier in the story.
· How does Scout make sense of an earlier remark of Atticus’ as she stands on the Radley porch?

Scout went into Boo's shoes, and saw things from his perspective just like Atticus wanted.
· How much of a surprise is it to find what Boo Radley is really like? Has the story before this point prepared the reader for this discovery?

It's surprising to Scout, but there were many things to say Boo wasn't that bad. First he gave the kids gifts, second he mended Jem's pants, and third, he put a blanket around Scout.
· At the end of the novel, Atticus reads to Scout. Comment on his choice of story. Does it have any connection with themes earlier in the novel and in its ending? 

The book being "The Grey Ghost" [bet you that's extra credit], is ironic as that is a description of Boo. The story is also a parallel as the boy seems to be mischievous and falsely accused and chased around, turning out to be nice. Atticus comments by saying, "Most people are, Scout. When you finally see them."
